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INTERVIEW WITH ROBERT KAPLAN, 
CLASS OF 1976 
Interviewer  00:00
—sophomore at Illinois State. I'm talking with Bob Kaplan of the Class of 1976 at ISU at Homecoming 
activities on October 17, 1981. During this bit of oral history we'll be reminiscing about the way it was in 
'76. We hope that those who listen to this tape will enjoy hearing from the persons who have 
volunteered to record this bit of ISU history, and will find it interesting and informative. First, Mr. Kaplan, 
as you think back five years, what are some of the things that are foremost in your memory of what life 
was like then at Illinois State University? 
Robert Kaplan  00:32
I recall it being a free and easy period, there was a time of change at the university. For example, the 
new library was being built while I was going to school here and the new Union was finally opened up 
and they tore down old Central School and at the time, I'd been living in Manchester Hall so I got a real 
good view of that and it changed Central School into a park which I see is still there. And they were 
remodeling a lot of things and the streaking craze came out. We spent a few nights out in the Quad 
watching everybody in the campus go nuts. It's kind of hot and people streaking across the quad. And 
all-in-all that was pretty interesting. 
Interviewer  01:23
What kinds of extracurricular activities were important to you and to other students? 
Robert Kaplan  01:29
Well, in the fall, of course, we always started off with going to the football games, which was more of a 
social event or anything else. Nobody really watched football games because our teams were pretty 
lousy. We just went to have a good time. And usually right afterward, go out and socialize a little bit. 
Also, the intramural program was real big, especially if you lived in the dorms at the time. The 
intramural program had teams from all over the place and we had a good time with that. Also, the radio 
station near—the student radio station, I participated in that, WILN, which was a carrier for—to the 
dormitories. That was kind of an exciting thing and all-in-all between intramurals, the football games, 
basketball games—basketball was always a little more interesting because our teams were at least 
competitive. I came in right after the Doug Collins era so it was kind of a rebuilding team with Will 
Robinson, his "Running Redbirds." And after Will came, Gene Smithson, who I see now is gone. But 
basketball games were always fun to be at and exciting to go to.  
Interviewer  02:37
What do you think were the most popular forms of entertainment on campus in '76? 
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Robert Kaplan  02:42 
Well, of course the concerts were real big, the Union like I said had opened up my sophomore year I 
think, yeah, freshman or sophomore year, and they started bringing some of the acts into the Union 
auditorium, which was the real big thing. In fact, when I was here they were talking about moving the 
Capen movies from Capen into the Union, I don't know if they've done it yet.  
 
Interviewer  03:02 
No. 
 
Robert Kaplan  03:02 
No? They'll probably never do it because I guess it gets too rowdy in Capen. But anyhow, the concerts 
came in. They had some big names. John Denver I remember seeing at Horton Fieldhouse, and that 
was one of the worst concerts, music-wise, I ever went to, because the sound was just awful. It was a 
full house and people got kind of upset about it because I was up in the balcony, I'll never forget then, 
people were just—you couldn't even hear what was going on, I guess one of the speakers went out or 
something but good old JD didn't have a good time that night. And I remember the Yes concert. They 
came to Horton Fieldhouse and went to that one. We had all kinds of—the, they seemed to have the 
mellow groups went to the auditorium, they had the rowdy ones out in the Fieldhouse. Also, like I said, 
that streaking entertainment was exciting that one year but you had the usual, say, dorm things in the—
entertain yourself. They had, like, dorm parties, things like that, going out to the various bars around 
town. They used to have some live groups. I remember going—you have a mug of beer over at The 
Gallery and they used to have guitar players every other night and that was interesting. Always The 
Line out in Bloomington, you'd go out there and they had some groups there and it was an all-in-all 
good time that way. I guess that's it. 
 
Interviewer  03:22 
What was the most humorous event that happened while you were here as a student? 
 
Robert Kaplan  04:38 
Well, you know, so many funny things happened to me at least here while I was here at ISU, but the 
most funny I think was time when I was working on the radio station and this was, I was building up to 
the point, you know, you do little errands here for a while, watch and all this stuff. And I was kind of like 
the only non-Radio Communication major in the radio station at the time. I mean, I was an education 
major, but my roommate was in Mass Comm and he told me it was a lot of fun so I went and did it. 
Anyhow, I was doing the news for the first time and we had the copy. We had the things coming off the 
copy machine, we took it up and we did our news. Well, I didn't know at the time, but the guy that was 
DJing had called up my roommate and told them to tape my newscasts, which I was going to do with 
five minutes the hour if I missed the hour. And so, you know, not knowing this is the time, my 
roommate's back ready to tape and after I started the newscast, all of a sudden I felt real warm around 
my hands. And I looked and all of a sudden when I'm doing the news my copy was on fire. So I'm trying 
to get the disc jockey to cut my mic and, you know, going nuts, "Cut my mic, cut my mic," you know, 
with my hand and he's laughing he's saying, "No, no, no." And meanwhile, the fire is getting a little 
bigger and it's getting a little warmer. And I'm going through the story and I'm blowing, you know, 
[makes blowing noises], you know, really "Get me out of here" kind of thing. And finally, I just I lost it. I 
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said "My copy's on fire" and they got on the, on the radio itself, he got on the tape. Luckily not too many 
people listen to it. But anyhow, we finally get the fire out and I'll never forget it because the disc jockey 
just thought it was the funniest thing he'd ever seen in the world and I was very embarrassed.  
 
Interviewer  06:16 
What did you like the most about is ISU? 
 
Robert Kaplan  06:18 
Oh, the most I liked about ISU was it was kind of like the big school I was looking for yet with a small 
school atmosphere at times, it was very easy to meet people here. And especially my major, I was an 
Education major, and I felt that the curriculum that I was put in, we were pretty much with the same 
group, my year and a half that I spent in my major. I got to meet some really good friends here at ISU 
and the thing I probably regret the most is I didn't enjoy ISU more than I did. In fact, I look back at times 
I hadn't thought, you know, I could have done something more. But actually ISU to me was a place 
where I finished up my education and my undergraduate degree and really, you know, learned 
something at the same time, learning more about life in itself. I like the idea of living in a dorm for a 
while then going off campus and the freedoms that were, let's say, limited to me in a dorm and learning 
about it out in off campus situation. Again, I think the education I received was very good. And the 
people themselves were very friendly.  
 
Interviewer  07:24 
In summary, are there any other special memories that you'd like to relate to us?  
 
Robert Kaplan  07:28 
Yes, I was fortunate enough to serve as a preview guide here at ISU. And I think that was probably my 
favorite activity. While I was here at university I was allowed to actually tell incoming students about 
what I had enjoyed it ISU and show its good features. Preview program to me is probably one of the 
most outstanding things that the university offers and that it informs the student coming into the 
university as well as the parents about the school itself. And I really enjoyed that experience. 
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